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was apparent, and it continued until he was assured that there
was no immediate intention of kidnaping the Kaiser, or even
demanding his presence by force.
Here was the situation in Count Bentinck's mind:
An American "force" was present in Amerongen with two
military motor cars, and there was reason to suspect a plot.
Further, there was reason to believe—assuming the force to
be bent upon some coup de theatre, of which Americans were
known to be capable—that other Americans might be hid-
den somewhere in the vicinity of the Kaiser's stronghold.
Opposing this American force was a squad of Dutch po-
lice, eighteen in number, who had been assigned to guard
Amerongen Castle. This force had already shouldered its car-
bines.
Such thoughts made Count Bentinck nervous. He hinted
diplomatically that there was the international problem to
be considered. His country had been neutral in the war, and
it had given asylum to the Kaiser. The Count hoped that my
party would not remain long in Amerongen. Our presence in
American uniforms and with military equipment was most
unusual, he thought. It was certain, he argued, to be most
annoying to the Emperor's staff, which among others included
two generals and a major of the German medical corps then
acting as the Emperor's physician.
During these negotiations, which up to this time had re-
volved mainly around the Count's ardent desire that the
"American Army" depart and leave the Kaiser and Amer-
ongen alone, the party was joined by an individual in civilian
garb. He wore a tweed suit, with a tweed hat to match, and
he had a certain rotundity which struck rne as familiar. It
was Robert Berry, correspondent of the Associated Press, who
had been sitting in Amerongen about six months waiting
for the Kaiser to say something.

